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Of the GHOST or Apparitian of the 
late Duke of Buckingham's Father, which ſe> 

veral Times appeated in Armor to one ofthe 

Duke's Servants; and for about half a Year 


before foretold the DLKE's Death. 
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HERE were many Stories ſcattered A- 
broad at that Time, of ſeveral Prophecies 
and Predictions concerning the Duke's untime- 
ly and violent Death. Amongſt the reſt there 
was one, which was upon a better Foundation 
of Credit, than uſ.ally ſuch Difcourſes are 


founded upon. There was an Officer in the 


King's Wardrobe in Windſor-Caſtle, of a good 
Reputation for Honeſty and Diſcretion, and 
then about the Age of Fifty Years or more: 
This Man bad in his Youth been Bred in 2 
School, in a Pariſh where Sr. George Villiers the 
Father of the Duke liv'd ; and had been much 


Cheriſhed and Obliged in that Scaſon- of his 


Age by the ſaid Sr. George whom afterwards 


de never ſaw. About Six Months before the 
* Miſerable End of the Duke of Buckioghem, a- 
dont Midnight, this Man being in his Bed at 
25 4 2 | 5 Windſor, 
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good lealth, there appeared to him on the file 

of his Bed, a Min of a Venerable Aſpect. bo 
drew the Curtains of his Bed, and fix ia bis 
Eyes upon him, ask'd h m. if he knew him. 
The or Man, half dead with Fear ind Apes 
prehenſion, be ng a sk'd rhe ſecond time. he- 
ther he remember'd him ? 4nd having in that 


time called to his Memory the Preſene of fir” + 


George Villiers, ani the very Cloaths he uſed 
to wear in which at that time he ſe-m-d to be 

babited. he anſ er'd him, that he thought him 

to be that Perſon. He reply'd, he was in the 

— 2 th:t he was the ſame, and that he ex? 

peed a Service from him w ic was, chat 

he fhould go from him to his Son the Duke of 
Buckingham, and tell him, if he did not ſome- 
what to ingratiate bimſelt to the People, or, at 
leaſt to abate the Extream Mallice they had a 
gainſt him, he would be uffer'd to live bat 4 
ſhort Time. After this Diſcourſe he difsp- 
pear'd ; and the poor man, if he had been 2c 
all waking, ſl. pt well till morning, when he be. 
lieved all this to be a dream, and confider'd it 


no otherwiſe. 


The next night, or ſhortly after, the ſame - 
_ Perſon appear'd ty him, again in the ſame Place, 
ahd about th: ſam Tim- of the Nght, with 
an Aſpect a little more ſevere than bef ors, _ = 
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Windſor where his Office was, and in very 
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Anke him, whether he haddone as herequir.d | 
"Him? And perceiving he had not, gave him | 


very ſevere Reprehenſions; and told him, he 


_ expelFed mo:e Complyance from him ; and that if 


ze did not perform his Commands, he ſhould enjoy 
mo Peace of is 


ind, but ſhould be always purſued 


by him: Upon which he promiſed to obey him. 


" Bye the next Morning wak ng out of a good 
+ Sleep, though he was exceedingly Perplexed 


with the Lively Repreſentation of all parti- 


culars to his Memory, he was willing ſtill to 


perfwad- himſelf that he had only. Dreamed : 


l And con ſider d that he was a Perſon at ſuch a 


Diſtance from the Duke, that he knew not how 


to find any Admiſſion to his Preſence 5 much 
leſs had any hope to be believ'd in what ho 


ſhould fay. 30 with great Trouble and urqui- 


etneſs, he ſpent ſome Time in thinking wh t 


nothing in the Matter. 
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He ſhould do; and in the End reſolving to do 


The ſame Perſon appear'd to him the Third 
Time with a Terrible Countenance and bitterly 
reproaching him with not performing what he 


bad promi: d to do. The Poor Man took Cou- 
rage to tell him, Thet in Truth he bad defer d 


tre Execution of his Commands upon 57. 


how Difficult a Thing it would be for bim to gel 


any acceſs to the Duke, having Acquaintance with 


| no Perſon about bim; and if he could attain dd 


wilſuon 
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weilſion to bim, be ſhould never be able 0 


7 


bi, that he was ſent tn ſuth u miner: BU 


ſhould at beſt be thought 10 be ad, or ſet on , 


 employ'd by bir own or the Miilce of other Ms 


abuſe the Dube, and ſo be fhow'd ſure tobe und iI 


Theperſon reply'd 's hebad dene before the = 


ſhould never find Rift, till he ſhoild perform nat 


he requir d and therefore he were better to diſpatch = 
it. That the Acceſt is hit Son was known tobe 


very eaſy; and that few Men waited long for Blas 


and for the gaining hin Credit, he would tell hin : 
Two or Three Particulars, which he 'charged biw 


neuer to mention to any Perſon living, but to"the 
Dike hi -»ſelf, and he ſhould no fooner bear be 
Bat he would believe all the Reſt he ſhould ſay, and 
fo repeating his Threats, be left lj 
In the morning the poor man more cor-firm'd 
by the laſt Appearance, made His Journey to 


London, where the Court then Wãas. He was 


very well known to Sr. Ralph Freeman, one of 
the Maſters of Requeſts, who had matried a lad 
that was nearly a lyed to the Duke, and u. 
F imſelf well receiv'd by him. To him/thieman 
went, and, though he did not acquaint bim'wkh 
all Particulars, he ſaid enough to him to le 
bim know there was ſomethin Gorges 4 
in it, and the knowledge he had of the Sobrvery 


and Diſcretion of the man made the more - 
preſſion in him. He defir'd that by his . | 
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be might be brought to the Duke to ſuch Place 
and n ſuch 8 manner, as ſhou'd be thouzhe 
fic, affirming, thit he had much to ſay to him, 
and of ſueha nature as would require much pri 
vVney, and ſom: time and Patience in th bear- 
ing. Sr Ralph promis he w. uld ſi - ſt ſperk with 
» the Duke of him and hen he ſh id underſtand 
his Pleaſurc; and accor in ly in chc-firitO.por 
tunity he did inform him ot the Reputation ind 
oneſty of the man, and ch n Shit he defir'd, _ 
and of all h knew of th matter. The Duke ac 
cording to his wanted O enaeſs an] Condeſcen 
tion told bin Tha he. ws the next day Ely 
to hunt vith the King : hat his Horſes ſhould 
attend Him at Lambeth Bridge where h wontd 
Land by five of the Cl, ek in che Morning, and 
if the man attenced him there at th:t Hour, he 
- *would walk and ſpeak with h m as long as 
Gould be necefl ry. Sr. Ralph carried the man 
with him the next Morning, and prelented him 
to the Duke at hi; Landing who recciv'd hin 
courtiouſly ; and walk d aft e in conference naar 
Hon, none bat his own Servan s being that 
Hour in that Place and they and 8r Ralph at 
t ſueh a Diſtanee that they could not heir a 
Word, tho' the Duke at ſome times ſpoke, and 
with great Emotion; which Sr Ralph the more 
ey obſerved an] perceived beexuſe he kept 
- -Iils eyes allways ſix d upon the Duke having 


_ "procured the Conference, upon OTE: "mY 
| * EY 2 | 2 4 "I 4 1 he knew | 
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A . was Fxtraordinary : And the. Py 
told Him in his return over the water that 
when he mcntion'd *thoſe Particulars,” whith 
were to gain him Credit the Su bſtence'where, 
of he ſaid he durſt not impute to him; the 
| Duke's Cobour changed and he fwore he could 
eome to that knowledge only by the Devil's 
© For that thoſe 'Particulars weld known — 
to himſelf and to one Perfon more, who, He 
was ſure would never ſpeak of it. . 


The Duke purſued bis KEY of kate 
but was obſerv'd to look all th: morning with 
great penſiveneſs, and in deep thoughts, wu, 

out any Delight in the Exerciſe he was u 

and before the Morning was ſpent left the feld-- 
and alighted at his Mothers Lodgings in White- 
Hal, with whom he was ſhut up for the ſpace 
of Two or Three Hours: the noiſe of their diſ- 
courſe frequently reaching the cars of thoſe _ 
who attcnted in the next Rooms; And when 
the Duke leit her his Conntenanee appeard 
full of Troubles with a Mixture of Anger. A 


Countenance that was never before obſerved _ 


in him; in any Converſation with her, to- 
wards whom he had à profound Reverenee, and 
the Counteſs her'clf( for though ſhe was marri- 

ed to a private Gentleman Sr. Thomas Comp- 


ton, ſhe had been created Counteſs of Bucking- * 
ham, wy after her Son Firſt aſſumed =- 
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Title was ut « the Duke's 5 her, found o. 
verwhelmed in Tears, and in the higheſt recent 

ny imaginable. Wha:cver there was of all 
this, it is a notorious Truth, that when the 
News of the Duke's Murther C which happen'd 
within few months after) was braiight to his 
Mother, ſhe ſeemed not in the leaſt Degree lur. 
prized but received it, as if fhe foreſeen it ; nor 
did afterwards expreſs ſuch a Degree of Sor. 
rows, as was Expected from ſuch a Mother, for 
the Loſs of ſuch a Son. 


